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The Veterinary Practice Act. 


AN Act, a: regulate the practice of veterinary medicine and 
surgery in the State of Ililnois. Approved April 24, 1899; 
in force July 1, 1899. As amended by act approved May 
16, 1903, in force July 1, 1903. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Illinois, represented in the General Assembly: ‘That it shall 
be unlawful for any person to practice veterinary medicine 
and surgery in any of its branches, including veterinary 
dentistry, and excepting the castrating and spaying of ani- 
mals and dehorning of cattle in this State, who shall not 
have compiled with the provisions of this act. 


§ 2. The State Board of Live Stock Commissioners shall, 
as soon as practicable after this act goes into effect, ap- 
point three competent veterinary surgeons, not more than 
two of whom shall be graduates of the same veterinary col- 
lege, and neither of whom sha’'l be connected with any vet- 
erinary college in any capacity, who shall constitute a 
Board of Veterinary Examiners, and who shall continue to 
serve cn such board at the pleasure of said Board of T.ive 
Stock Comissioners. Any vacancy on the Board of Veter- 
inary Examiners shall be filled by the State Board of Tive 
Stock Commissicners, by appointment of a graduate of some 
- reputable veterinary col’ege. under: the same restrictions as 
are herein required in the appointment of the first Board of 
Veterinary Examiners: The Board of Veterinary Examiners 
shall meet at-such times and places as may be ordered by 
the State Board of Live Stock Commissioners, for the pur- 
pose of examining dinvlomas and credentials, and condncting 
examinations of applicants for license to practice veterinary 
medicine and surgery in the State of I[linois. 


§ 2. All persons in the State of Iliinois who are in pos- 
session of a diploma from a veterinary college recognized by 
the Beard of Veterinary Examiners of Ililnois, or who had 
been in the continuous practice of veterinary medicine and 
surgery in this State for a period of three consecutive years 
prior to April 24, 1899, shall be entitled to practice veter- 
inary medicine and surgery in this State upon making appli- 
cation to the State Board of Live Stock Commissioners fal 
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receiving from said board a license ag provided by the terms 
of this Act. Any person over 21 years of age, of good moral 
character, may make application to the State Board of 
Live Stock Commissioners and may be granted a license by 
said board, by passing an examination before the Board of 
Veterinary Examiners and otherwise complying with the 
provisions of this Act. Any person who, subsequent to the 
passage of this Act, becomes a graduate of a veterinary 
college recognized by the Board of Veterinary Examiners of 
Illinois, as evidenced by its dip'oma, or, being possessed of 
such diploma, becomes a citizen of this State by removal 
thereto from another locality, may make app ication to the 
State Board of Live Stock Commissioners and receive a 
license, as aforesaid, by proving the genuineness of such 
diploma and otherwise complying with the provisions of this 
Act: Provided, however, that in any such case an examin- 
tion before the Board of Veterinary Examiners may, in the 
discretion of said board, be required of such applicant. 


§ 4. Graduates of recognized veterinary colleges desiring 
to obtain license to practice veterinary medicine and surgery 
in this State shal make application in writing to the State 
Board of Live Stock Commissioners, through its secretary, 
who shall act as secretary of the Board of Veterinary Exam- 
iners, upon blanks prescribed and furnished by said board, 
which application shall set forth the grounds upon which the 
application is based, and shall be accompanied by the di- 
ploma of the applicant, with his affidavit. setting forth that 
the applicant is a graduate of a certain veterinary ccllege 
mentioned in the diploma, and that he is the person to whom 
the diploma in question was orginally issued, and sha!l be 
accompanied by a license fee of $5.00. Veterinary prac- 
titioners who had been in the actual practice of veterinary 
medicine and surgery in this State continuously for three 
consecutive years prior to April 24, 1899, and recognized as 
veterinary practitioners in the community in which they 
lived, desiring to obtain license to practice veterinary medi- 
cine and surgery in this State, shall in like manner make 
application therefor within six months after this amendatory 
Act goes into effect, setting forth fulity the grounds upon 
which such aplication is based, with the affidavit of the ap- 
plicant stating the number of years the applicant had been 
engaged in the actual practice of veterinary medicine and 
surgery in the State of Ililnois prior to April 24, 1899, and 
recognized as a veterinary practitioner in the community in 
which he lived, and any other information that may he re- 
quired by the State Board of Live Stock Commissioners, 
which affidavit shall be supported by the affidavits of two dis- 
interested freeholders who are owners or breeders of live 
stock. Said application shall be accompanied by a license fee 
of $5.00. Graduates of veterinary colleges not recognized by 
the Board of Veterinary Examiners, and persons not included 
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in the foregoing provisions of this section. desiring to obtain 
license to practice veterinary medicine and surgery in this 
State, mav make anplication as above, for examination be- 
fore the Board of Veterinary Examiners. Said examination 
shall be in writing and shall include the following subjects: 
Veterinary anatomy, surgery, practice of medicine, obstetrics, 
pathclogy. chemistrv. veterinary diagnosis, materia medica. 
therapeutics, physiology. sanitary medicine, meat and milk 
inspection, veterinary dentistry and such other branches as 
the Board of Veterinary Hxaminers may prescribe. The fee 
for examination in al’ cases shall be $20.00, which shall ac- 
company the anvplication. 


§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Board of Veterinary Ex- 
aminers, when called to meet by the State Board of Live 
Steck Commissioners, to examine the applications, diplomas 
and afiidavits of all applicants who are graduates or prac- 
titioners under the terms of this Act. and when satisfied of 
the genuineness of the same, it shall certify to the State 
Board of Live Stock Commissioners the names of the app‘i- 
eants entitled to receive a license under the terms of this 
Act: Provided, that the said Board of Veterinary Examin- 
ers may, before acting upon an application. if deemed neces- 
sary, require additional statements or affidavits, or the per- 
sonal attendance before it of any applicant. The said 
Board of Examiners. sha!l examine all anvplicants for exam- 
ination as hereinbefore provided, and shall certify to the 
State Beard of Tive Steck Commissioners the names of 
al applicants that are. in the judgment of the board, en- 
titled to license to practice veterinary medicine and sur- 
gery. The Board of Live Steck Commissioners shall. at its 
next meeting after the receipt of such certified list or lists, 
issue a license to each person so certified. which shll entitle 
the person therein named to practice veterinary medicine and 
surgery in this State: said license shall state. the grounds 
upon which it is granted. and shail be signed by the chair- 
- man and secretary of said board: Provided, that the State 
Beard of Live Stock Commissicners shall have power, upon 
the recommendation of the Board of Veterinary Examiners. 
to refuse a license to any applicant on the grovnd of his 
having been guilty of gross immorality or gross malpractice. 
and upon such recommendation it shall have the power to 
revoke a license on said grounds: Provided, further, that 
before making such recommendation the party charged with 
such immorality or malpractice shal! be cited by the Board 
of Veterinary Examiners to appear for hearing before said 
board. All veterinarians licensed by the State Board of 
Live Stock Commissioners shall be exempt from jury ser- 
vice in this State. A full report of the proceedings of the 
Board of Veterinary Examiners shall be filed at the ec’ose 
of each meeting with the Board of Live Stock Commission- 
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ers, which shall include a statement of the number of days 
employed in the discharge of its duties, and of the traveling 
and necessary incidentait expenses of the members thereof, 
and of the secretary. 


§ 6. Each member of the Board of Veterinary Examiners 
shall be entitled to receive five dol.ars ($5.00) per day and 
necessary traveling and incidental expenses incurred while 
actualiy engaged in the discharge of his ofticial duties under 
the direction of the State Board of Live Stock Commission- 
ers. Said compensation and expenses and all expenses in- 
volved in carrying out the provisions of this Act sha.l be 
paid out of the fees and penalties received under the provi- 
sions of this Act, and no part thereof shall be paid from the 
State treasury. The State Board of Live Stock Commission- 
ers shall designate a custodian to receive all fees and pen- 
alties paid under the provisions of this Act, who shall exe- 
cute a bond to said board in such sum as shall be prescribed 
from time to time by said board and subject to the approval 
of said board, to faithfully discharge the duties of custo- 
dian, and shall pay out such funds only on vouchers certi- 
nee by a majority of said board and attested by its secre- 
ary. 

§ 7. Every person qualified as required by this Act shall, 
upon receipt of license to practice, have said license recorded 
in the office of the clerk or recorder of the county in which 
he resides, and the record shall be endorsed thereon. Any 
person removing to another county sha:l procure an endorse- 
ment to that effect upon his license from the county clerk or 
recorder and shall record the license in like manner in the 
county to which ne removes, and shall at the time of re- 
moval notify the secretary of the State Board of Live Stock 
Commissioners of the fact of his removal and of his new 
postoffice address. The holder of such license shall pay to 
the county clerk or recorder the usual recording fee. Any 
failure, neglect or refusal on the part of any person holding 
such license to register same in the office of the county clerk 
or recorder as above directed for a period of three months 
shall forfeit his iicense, and no license, when forfeited, shall 
be restored except upon the payment to said Board of Live 
Stock Commissioners of the sum of. twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) as a penalty for such failure, neglect or refusal. 


§ 8. Any person shall be regarded as practicing veterin- 
ary medicine and surgery. within the meaning of this Act 
who professes publicly to be a veterinary surgeon or dentist, 
or who appends to his name any initials or title implying 
qualifications to practice; or who shall treat, operate on or 
prescribe for any physical ailment in, or any physical in- 
jury to, or deformity of any domestic animal, for which he 
shall receive any compensation either directly or indirectly ; 
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but nothing in this Act shall be construed to prohibit veter- 
inary students from prescribing under the immediate super- 
\isien of preceptors; and castrating and spaying animals 
and dehorning cattle shall not be regadred as practicing vet- 
erimary surgery within the meaning of this Act. The terms 
of this Act shall not apply to commissioned veterinarians in 
the United States army nor to any lawfully qualified veter- 
inarian residing in other states or countries meeting regis- 
tered veterinarians in this State in consultation. 

§ 9. Temporary permits to practice may be issued by the 
secretary of the Board of Live Stock Commissioffers under 
such regu'ations as may be prescribed by the Board of Vet- 
erinary Examiners to graduates of recognized veterinary 
colleges and to practitioners who had been in the continuous 
practice of veterinary medicine and surgery in this State 
for a period of three consecutive years prior to the 24th 
day of April, 1899, who shall make application for license 
“us provided in section four (4) of this Act, which permit 
shail entitle the holder to practice veterinary medicine and 
surgery in this State pending a meeting of the Board of 
Veterinary Examiners. 


§ 10. Any person practicing veterinary medicine and sur- 
gery or dentistry in this State without a license or a tem- 
porary permit, as hereinbefore provided, or who shall fail to 
comply with any of the terms of this Act, shall be deemed 

eguilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be pun- 
ished by a fire of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 
nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each and 
every offense; and it shali be the duty of the State’s afttor- 

ney of the county where such offense is committed to prose- 
cute all persons violating the provisions of this Act, upon 
proper complaint being made. All fines collected under this 
Act shall be paid into the treasury of the county where the 
prosecution is held. 

§ 11. Any person filing, or attempting to file, as his 
own, the diploma of another, or a forged or fictitious or a 
fraudulently obtained diploma or certificate. upon conviction 
shall be subject to such fine and imprisonment as are made 
and provided by the statutes of this State for the crime of 
forgery. All fines collected under this Act shall be paid into 
the omy treasury of the county in which the prosecution 
is held. 


ce, 
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